[Foster home caregivers' point of view on the transformation of mental health services in Québec].
This article presents the major findings from a study that examined foster home caregivers' views on the impact of the transformation of mental health services on caregivers and their work with persons with serious mental illness. In Québec foster homes, (or more commonly known as foster families), represent one of the oldest models of community based housing for persons with serious mental illness. In fact, the emergence of the first foster home dates back to the 1950ies. Over time, a large number of persons discharged from psychiatric hospitals during the process of deinstitutionalization were placed into these homes. Foster homes are private homes located in the community and operated by non professionals who can accommodate up to nine individuals. These residences provide a normal environment for its residents. Foster home caregivers must ensure a secure and safe environment as well as obtain certain services and encourage the social integration of the residents. Today foster homes are regulated by Bill 120 (Québec Government, 1995) and are designated as "family type resources" (RTF).